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The Wrongs of Woman.
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before the Ohio Women's Convention,

at Salem, April 19th, 1850.

J. ELIZABETH JONES.

Tunas U not, perhaps, in the wide field of
reform, any one subject so difficult to discuss
as that of Woman' Rifelits. I use the twin

' Womnn'a Rights," because it is a technical
, phrase. , I liku not the expression. It is not

Woman's JiighU of which I design to speak,
but of Woiiium's Wrong. I shall claim noth-- .
lug for ourselves because of our sex I slmll

v demand the recognition of no rights on the
ground of our womanhood. In the content
which is now being waged in lielmlf of (lie
enslaved culured mini hi this land, 1 hnveyot
to heur tho fir! word in fuvor of his rights as

colored nuin ;' the greut point which is
. ought to bu rstublisbcd is this, that the col- -

orcd iiidu is n liuuiuil being, mid as such, en- -'

titled to the free exercise of nil the Tights
which lielong to luiiimnity. And we should

' deinnud Bur recognition us equal iiioinheni
' of tlio liuinnii liuuilyi ns persons to whom

pertain all the lights which grow out of our
relations to God, and to each other, ns human
hernial! and when this point is once estub- -

lJlntlfrlltaHVr" " IVymfr 1?i!is" will be
come obsolete, 101,41011. WUl mniiujui nit
Idea that the r irhts of women (lifter from the
rights of men.., it y ,Ui,eii)Ai"an rights lor

'
'., which wo. contend. , jj J, '.

llut tho' woman bo io rights pocuhor to
he sex nonq whioli lielong to lier becauno
she is a womsu i yut lic has wrongs, great
wrongs, which iiuliur to her wrongs
political, wrojigs ao:iul, aye, und wrongs

It is, more ditlicult, I repeat, to ex-

hibit those wroiigs, and to avvakcu interest ou
this question, Ibuu on almost any other.
When we speuk of Aiiiericnii SIuvci y, we

' exhibit the lini i hai tlwt himls tho a- -

tive, we slww tli two, collur thut has gull.:d
" hia flesh, we bring to view the cutting lush
. drippiug with gwu, and with theno cinhleiiis

i, heloro us, no one dure deny lliat oppression
i exists. We iieali .of tho mother who has
- been robbed pi her littlo ones, and lull in
a- loneliness anil doholutiou of heart we show

- how man has been degraded by his brother,
: liow lie has been driven from the uhodus of
' men and loroud to tuko rul'ugo in lliu dens
" and the caveaoftho earth, and wo neyor fail
" to excite sympathy lu their bolialf. . ,
' 8o oh the subject of Wurt we speak of

strong men laid, low on li e buule-liel- of
the wail of tlio ily ing, of the piercing shriek

'r'" of the wouiiiisd, of surviving friends seurch- -

Ing among tbo inuuglcd lipdies of the slain
C for lather, a son or brother who has fallen ;

and all Ute symiwUiiea of those who listen
:'- are awakened u relutiou, ,to .such a ..fearful

aacrifice of huuiau lilo ... , .

' Then sgn'm in regnrd to Temperance ; we
have but to iU t ho evils, the bruiali'y, the
deep degradation growing out of this vice,
and we awuken. eumtioiifc of lively interest
that result in energetic action.

. '. But not eo wiih the poliiicl, social mid do--
' roestic wrouga of womuii. r She itienin lint

r", ,belbre the Avorld us a aufferor.. I lor very
name Is associated with happiness and hope,
with freeiloin and lovo and beauty.
iiears in pulitic assRUibltes with a proud und

.., . lofty buariug, and acurcely any one can bo
.... made to believe thut she is a victim of

presaiou. We meet her ut her owu fuesido,
' and she seeMs. iwrcliiince. as imiV.''S buoy

- ut und as free us tho' there were iQ clouds
and no chain, in existence, , We see her in
the aoeial gathering, and uieo reverently bow

"" ' at and do hotuoi(e to her
"' ing lowliness.1 'Ho iuvineiblo i her power,

and bo irresistilile tier niiluenee, lliut sue u
often deemed the niot liiyored of all the
inirs God ever created. Such, to a very su
perficiul olwtvver, apiara to be the real

of woman and it aeeiua prlectly
little less than nonsense, to such , ob

servers. U stieuk of tho wrongs that she eu
dures. It would be ulmost as eusy to couvinco,
tbem that the birds of (lie air are lettered,
and completely tinder tlie diimiiiiou of mail.
Hence, when we apoak of tha injustice that
la done he, of the disabilities under which
be labors, we, are uiot with incredulity,

with sneers and sarcasm.' And tiwj

diliioulty of advocation her cause is enhanced
by har ownprototHiion, for she ussures ns

. that alio liua ull.lUa t'igul B(ie uesires sue
would exeieise no nioin il she bud them. '

Of all. the opiMilionls to the agitation
W tliia question, the ntot bitter ihul (uive

t i,n twien women who bad tlie
earanca of enjoy uig entiro freedom, Uit

whose eoiiditiou iu tho family reluuoil. was
r ' ixor ihn thnt of slavea. Woman will

'n. oociiae aubmit to any sort of wrong, her

spirit will daily wither under the restrictions
of her husband, and then she will not only
carefully conceal the secrets of hr prison-hous- e,

Init will ridicule the idea of woman's
oppression. Ito not nnsunUcrntsmt me: I
I am very far from considering it proiier to

cxks: oil our domestic mutters for the
cf tho curious and the gossiping

w orld ; we have a right to conceal an we
chooss to conceal hut we have no tifUl to
play the hyiocrite and protend lo dVepise an
enterprise whoaj auteesa we well know
would I enefit the lace. Whv, tho very fact
that all the wealth of the funity is iu the
hand of the husband, makes her a mere de-

pendentit places ber in the most absurd
and slavish noniiion. Khe rannot even re
plenish her own wardrolie, or that of her
children, without asking her husband lor tho
means to do so. Bhould she desire to feed the
hungry or clothe tho naked, she must ask her
husband for tho means lo enable her to do
it. Should she desire theservieceof a scam-stre- ss

or a nurse, alio must nsk her husbutid
lor the means to enable her lo employ them.
Is the babe of her bosom sick unto death,
and she desires to secure the services of a
skilful iihvsician. she must ask her husband
lor the means to enable her to do it. If the
eauso of ticuce, temtierance, or anti-elave- ry

has her warmest syniputhies and earnest
prayers, and she desire to give iecuniary
aid lo these enterprises, she must ask her
husband lor the nieuns to enable her to do so.
Mrs. Kirtlutid very justly remarks, in rela
tion to this matter : " 1 ho i urn does not iock
' tin his wives with more jealous care than the
' Christian husbnnd his strong box Iroin her

whom he has lormully endowed with all lus
' earthly possessions. To this lock there is
'ever but ouo kev. and thut the master car--
ries in his Kjcket." This is no fancy sketch j

on the other baud, multitudes could be pro-
duced that would tell you this is only a liiint
shadow of the evil. Aud yet, woman has all
the rights she desires 1 1 have seen so much
deception iu regard to ibis matter, that when
I hoar a woman sny that she has all the rights
and lirivileires that she wishes to exorcise, 1

strongly suspect alio la living under lb rule
of a tyrant.

Let me say before I proceed further, that
I do not mean to make uny invidious com--

between men and women. WhenIiarisons man acts the tyrant, 1 do not mean
to deny that woman iu similar circumstances
would lie ns great tyrant ns he. Indeed I
have known women who ruled the whole
household with a rod of iron, ns it were ; and
cases ara not utifrccjuent in which the wrong
of nuin, rather thuu the rights of woman,
should claim the sympathies of the philan-
thropist. I am very far from arrogating any
Degree oi iMsrloctiou luniny own sex. Iei--

Tfi ; J ltHV Mlt.ty. vuTuiuuf- -
blame for the present detrraded condition of
woman, than the women are themselves.' 1

cannot tell how it was in the beginning, hut
at the present time, there is on the part of ri

majority of women a passive yielding up of
nil their righu, a desire, I might any, to lose
their individuality, find merge their exist-
ence into that of their husbnuds.'', It is femi-
nine to feel dciicudeiit, to need protection ; it
is poeticul to be .like the clinging vine, una-
ble to sustniu one's self; it is very ronuintie
to lie weak nud helpless, aud have the' gal-

lantry and chivalry of man extended to us!
Wo huvo not acted us though we were ra-

tional nnd aecouutuble beings ; we have tried
to step aside from the battle-fiel- d of life, and
rid oursulves of the reHHiusibililies of an in-

dividual existence. Under such circumstan- -
cps, it is no wonder that mail ha taken the
power into hi own bands; no wonder that
lie lias taken entire possession of the 'strong
box'; no wonder thut he hus blotted the le-

gal existence of tho married woman from the
stiitute book. , Mun is not naturally mora of

usurper than womau ; but power I cor
rupting, lou know how it was with In era;
his heurt was once ns timid, and tender, and
shrinking ns wa ever that of womau ; but by
the corrupting influence ol, trresiioiis.lile
power, he at length took pleasure n delu-
ging Home with human blood !; ,'

' ' "

The' present reluliou between man and
womun, ho far a rights are concerned, is like
that which some, slaveholders maintain to-

wards their slaves.,. 1 speak of those who
have never gone out aud reduced the free
man to bondage, but who received cy luner-itanc-e

the power over the liberty, life and
happiness ol ccrtaiu slaves, which slaves sub-
mitted their, neck uucompluiningly' to tho
yoko of a new muster. , llut no mutter whut
the circumstances were iu respect to me en-

slavement of any human being, we say to the
slaveholder, you huvo no right to exercise
this power no titlo-ileo- d to your leiiuw-mi-

was ever issued from the Court of Heaven
You nro a tyrant, lor you take awuy the lib.
erty ol" your brother L you are a robber, lor
vou detirive him of his nroiiertv, and of his
right to himself! No nuitlor if the work of
(liigiailuMon be so complete tnai lie uuairesiy
bo u slave, we still say to the slaveholder,
you ore vorily guilty in the sight of God ami
man. for iiuiintainff tho relutinn of master.
So we sny to man, no matter if certain
our sex are satisfied with their chains, you
are none the less guilty for having Ibrged
them. Tlie very bet that woman does not
rebel, that she does not rise and demand her
rights, is the strongest argument that can be
odiliiced in fuvor of the agitutlon of this sub
ject. ' What of all the asiiecU of Southern
slavery give you the deepest abhorrence
iiiui jijauiuiion r tv no or ail ns tu'iiiiiv ive
you nil iaea oi me ueeprsr injury r " w i no
who rises in the strouirth ol hi manhood,
ousts aside his fetters, aud struggle tor his
liberty r , la H he in whose boauui luehreapl
liberty bum brightly,- who- w ever longing
and ever wishing to reguiu hia lost wajiboodj'
Not not It is thut man .whose upward expi
rations have ull been erushed-th- al on in

of whose bosom there ia do love of liberty, no
hatred of slavery. -- 1 believe there are audi.
There are those who heed not the.bolta and
the bar that confine themi there ara those
who submit to the1 rulo of other,.wiiluHit
even a thought of their own right. iheaa
are the victim upon whom lavery ha don

ils ierfect work, and when the abolitionist
beholds tlicm, ho ever renews nisi vows at
tho altar of libcrlv ho resolves never to
leave tho warthre till slavery slmll cease to
be, :

t say tho fact that woman does not know
that she is robbed of her rights, shows the
extent of her enslavement ; it shows thnt a
long train of nbusea and usurpations has
completed the work of degradation has
blinded her to a sense of justice snd of equal
rights. The opinions and feelings that pre-

vail among women in regard to this subject
are, of course, very various. Thero lire
those weak and dependent souls, of whoin I

w.is speaking, wLo ht.vj mch a passion for
gallantry tl.at they would not think of Inking
their rights if offered them. Then there nro
those to whom I have rcterred, whose spirits
are doily crucified by the rule nnd dominion
of man; yet tearing to exKe their own sit-

uation, vigorously opiose all ctforts to de-

stroy thnt rule anil dominion. There is an-

other class who Icel, nnd feel very deeply,
tho wrongs of woman, but the lenr of appear-
ing masculine, the great dread of seeming to
be out of their sphere, the unpleasant re-

marks, erchance the ridicule nnd sarcasm,
which they exect to meet, prevent them
from giving utterance to their real senti-
ments. Then again there are those who
have no sense of injury, because they have
never frit it in their own persons. All iheir
wants have been duly supplied; fathers,
brothers, huslmnds, perchance, have done all
that could bo done to render them happy (

for there are husbands, not a few, who ac-

knowledge the equal right of tho wife in tall

domestiu relations; consequently the atten-
tion of this class of women has not been cull-

ed to this subject, end we do uot have their
aid and their influence. There is yet anoth-
er class those who labor for a mere pittance
because thev are women; they suffer oppres
sion little less than absolute slavery, and they
feel it toot their pravers and their voice we
shall ever have iu fuvor of our enterprise.

Now with all this diversity of opinion and
feeling on the part of women themselves, and
being iu this limited sphere which we have
chosen, and which loan now says we must
not leave, it ia very dillicult to prosecute this
reform, llut without going into the whole
question of woman's n'SMusihilities and ac-

countabilities, and disabilities, we will con-

sider the question which this Convention
was called together to discuss ; r.'x, the po-
litical and legal condition of woiiuiu.

If we turn to the history of this nation, to
the commencement of the contest lielween
this and the mother country, we shull find
standing prominent among the grievances of
which the; former comiiluincd, the

pf tAVAlimy.
and from tlint day lo tlio presi'iil nun,
lion' wilboufropresentation ha been

abhorrent to every American States-
man. And we find also iii thn "politest bi-

ble! of this people, the declaration that "all
governments derive their-jus- t powers from
Ihe consent of the governed," llut- - what,
ask, ia the iolitlcnl condition of every iwh
nu n hi tho land to-d- f She hi taxed with
out representation ; and the government to
which she m coio)clleil to aulinut under
Minalty of death,' hesitates not to exercise

powers lo which she ns one of the govern-
ed, never consented. ' It is "true, the uthciul

doe not come and demand a
lervcntage of that which a fin her or a

baa doled out to ber for the revenue of
the. general government, ut least, is raised
by duties on imports-r-bu-t when she expends
that ineuey, she Hiy a tux upon every pound
of lea, or yard of iuqiorted cloth,, wljich she
buys I ami vet she has no voice iu
tiou of the tarifi' by which thnt un is impos-
ed.', Women, even lliowi who nro, most
terested iu the success pf this enterprise, are
constantly asserting thut they wunt nothing
to do with tlie government, and perhaps it j

very uuteiiiiuiuoi,luf any aiuu to iluiuatid tliu
right to assist in imposing ihe lux, which she
has to poy.j ,UutJ jniibt-sn- that when
men better undersutud, h euuulily .of the.
sexes, aod the interests of the body politic,
tltey will learn aud tool, lUat tlia regulation
of a tariff, even w ia;.niUer that .oucerua
tbem aa nuich, aatt does, (heir futUers apd
husbands, j Does iany ,one say this tux is so
ainallraud lallucl M.so hlllo,. tliut,,,we wil
not contend against tr II so, you are

deseendants of t, th fathers , and
mother tot ;70i, Ahreo, pence on a ikiuimi
of tea was; uot much ,,!( them to. pay, but
there was I, priuciplo, invoUe( iu the

and tlierelore lhey louglit iigoinst ii.rr
uiii uesiucs iuisti nereis iuu uuuiuri iuu oinuiv
who has property, that ia taxed directly and

! the married woman too, who iu certain ca-

se and by if certain stnttie of Ohio holds re-

al estate;, but fildikt) .mart,' they are" not
lowed 1 cioosa ft rcprtscntotive to attend
Iheir interests: '' Does any ine tail to see tlie
injusuoe of this course ? ' ..

' The Very
'

first act of ttiis. nation Wa 'to
deprive a inujoiity of those whom it claimed
the right to govern,' of any lot or part in the
government ilsyery "birth-cr- y was .6 deni-
al of womuii' euiiuiity, and' but' bf this de-

nial originated by other governments and
neriMitiuited by pur own has proceeded
tlie political wrongs which womun n com-
pelled to endure, mid which tiro itlike dis-

graceful to the statute-boo- k upon which they
are recorded and tho rommuuity by which
thev are auiictioued. Lot us consider tor
lew momenta the common law concerning
the relation of busbundand wifel Tlie law,'
according to lilackstoue, declures, " the very
'being, or legul existence of the womun
sufiiended during the mariinge, or ut least

- IB incorMruieu anu coiiHuiiuaie.ii miu inai
of tlie husband, under whose tri'iy,',
lion and care she' perforins cvei-J- '

When I ' brought lip the Condition' of
slave lo illustrate, tho condition of Woman,
dare say some of 'you thought "ft 'wan
very absurd, and' I do not wish tioW'to
understood to say thut she is, by any means,
SO deeply, degraded and injured as is the
slave ; but so fur as political rik'lil are

there i a very clow analogy. In the

law I have just quoted, the wife is comnletr
ly Absorbed in tho husband, just as the slave
U ali.wirhed in her master. "All contracts
undo with her, like those made with' the
slave by her owner, are a mere nullity,'

exr.ipt the contract be for the hare necessa
ries of hie suited to her condition. . ...,

Again f If tho wifo he injured lu her per-'so- n

or property, she can bring no action lor
pvlrcFB without the husbitid's concurrence,

'oui iii his uninens well as her own ; neither
rnn she be sued without making her hus- -'
band (defendant.'' lu crimnul prose- -'

cut Kins, the w ile may be indicted aud punish-- 1

ed . p r.itely, unless there be evidence ol'co--'

ercion Iroiu the laet that the offence wus
'comniillcMl in ihe iresence,aiid by the com-- '
maud of her husbnnd. A wile is excused

Mioiu punishment lor thelt continued in tho
' presence and by the command of her hus--

band." . A wu,,,,,,,',
'xrwil property, by marriago becomes

her hualmnd's, which at his death,
he limy leave entirely away front her."

Here are lour Hiuw laid down by lllack-stoii- 'i
as luw, and I might quote many more

of a similar character und which are aunc-tiout- 'd

ns such by tho community in which
we dve. 1 will briefly recapitulate. 1st,
Woi.inn, by marriage tiitirtty loses her legal
existence. 2d. Hlie cannot bring an action
nt Inw against the robber of Iter property,
the ilefamer of her charclcr, or the assaulter
of bar erou ; and yet, in the 3d place,
she may he punished separately for her owu
wropg doings, unless the husband assumes
tho control of her moral rcsKusibility, as
he hug of her poi son and proerty, 4th, the
hush"ml may will away the protterty he re-
ceived by his wife, and lenve lier and ber
children to licggnry. Tlio convict who is
immured in the Penitentiary, lose to a cer-
tain extent the right of citizenship, wlien
the prison doors close upon him, but not
inore wholly than does woman lose her legal
existence when she enters the married state.
I ler name, her person, her property are no
longer hem; the law gives them to another,
and like tho slave of the Bouth "she can do
nothing, possess nothing, nor acquire any
thing but what belongs to her muster."
The iustitulion of muiriuge I regard as iu
hui niony with the perfect law of our living,
as ciilrulated to promote the highest inter-
ests nud linppincas of our race; but human
enactment strive to degrade every woman
who murries, aud a corrupt public opinion
attache odium to the name of every womun
thut does not marry. Is not the married wo-

man degraded when her legal existonco is
stikken out when the law ecuse to regnrd
hers an independent being? . And is it not
the; inevitable tendency of aue.h a course to
destroy the aelf-resne-ct of the victim ? You

v.ifnirJnw.wnt;,tin.tMrt.ssSAM HiWOikKli r r- -
staggej ing home from Iiib niiduiuht revels
"Now," said lie, "if my wile has gone to
bed, 1 11 whip her lor it; lor what business
has she to co to bed before I eel home?
1 want a comliirtuble lire and warm sup
per." After, musing awhile be broke, out

I again, "Plowil my wile is up I II surely chas-
tise her, fiir what business, has she to sit up
till this time of night?' She ought to go to
bed nnd not' meddle with my affairs.'' So
tlie woman was to be beaten in either case;
nud this is a good illustration of the condition
of the sex, , If we sutler ourselves to be ab-
sorbed by mnrriuge, to have our individuali-
ty destroyed, we are of course, debased ; and
il wo choose to tnuintain a separate existence,
why, then we ara accursed, nt least by pub
lic opinion. ;. i - -

If the slar of Carolina is roblicd by
er thhu hi master, of any property he may
kohl by uU'erance, he hus no redress at law
lor he ha no legal- existence; but his aimer
may enter suit anil have the rubber punished ;
and it is so with tlio married woman of Ohio,
lor the law say iris in her husband only ihe
lives,, and moves and has her being. If

culnumy assail 'her reputation, if
the brightness of that which should be dear-
er to tier than life becomes dimmed by the
landorar'a breaili, she may not demand an

investigation ol the charge belure the legal
tribuiinla of her country, lor they recognise
not Utr existence. ' it site approaclies the
courts and demands redress, she must do so,
not km a wile, having equal rights, with her
huslwnd, not as a woman, not as an indepen-
dent being ( but as one whose being is ab-

sorbed by another iu whose name, by whose
lertm.'ttiioii, arid Ihrouirh whose authority she

ean alone there 'speuk. She can demand
redrew lor lio outrage whatever, utiles the
husband shall first grant her permission to
npponl. .for justice to the courts, and con
sunt tltut his name shull be used in the

V '; ' '

,j ThU is fau;jit Jaw of. a nation which
tNTofeshes tu luuil hiuber ,thail ull oll'ers iu

to tlie iiili of iiioi idiiy and...rcpublisaiism;
law u, a so culled tree pud Cbristjun conn

y try. nlad when the noon of tlie nineteenth
ceutiKy is sljcddijig its meridiuu light ; but
is it nm7? ,is it u. rucoKuition Of the great
doctiijie of huinnu equality upon which
fbutiHd every true sj stem of religion, eve-
ry so' lid theory of government? Ve must
not luiget the, exception the.' one instance
ia wlii h the rixikteuce of the married wo
man i recognised i fiir though she may not
herself ue ut law, yet ill ull Cl'iminul

.seeHtwna, she .may i bo aeparulely indicted,
tried, rouvi:te( and punished il is only iu
tha infliction of aulluiiiiir that tliea
nisoa (sir existonco as separate from thut
her hiHhandu, li( tha uietuig out ol

it is true, i tnka iuto consideration the

is nuestiot. whether. pejUiiii crunes theft, for
I'itisUinm or murilor.T-rWer- e committed W the
presenre, mid hy'the command of tho

Jiid if stick W its tlio case, tho woman
is held 'guiltless ; her. accountability as a

iiiioralbeing, jillhC eyeof the laW, ascend-

ing iM.t to O'gd her C'reator, but to lior
lord aud master in a legal point

lw of viewer To thus divest woman of a jor-uo-n

of hir niornl accountability, necessarily
degm,)ea her in, public estimation, obliter-

ates tie stamp .of equality Irotn lwt brow,
and uairfc her M an wifuriorAjij ;J, ,

The .American people are said aliove all
other lo love money. Having no heredi-
tary nobility in the land, no peers of the
realm, they have souifht to build up on aris
tocracy of wealth, a democratic nobility,
whose power of gold shall compensate for
titles and coronets. It would lie too Ixire- -
faced a robbery to take from the unmarried
woman her property, so man waits until her
legal existence is absorlied in thnt of a hus-
band, and then, in the name of affection,
shamefully filches that to which lie has no
moral right If a woman who is atiottt to
ninrry contemplates securing for her own
use, while the law iermits it, the means at
her disposal, Ihe world frowns upon tier-- she

is told that her course evinces distrust,
that she ia practically luijienching the liouor
and the integrity of him who is nliout to lie-ro-

her husband. And thus is she duped
by public opinion and debased by law. Hie
is nslmtncd to maintain tier rights before
marriage, and she cannot maintain them
afterward. ' Legislation has aimed to place
the wealth of tho nation in tho hands of
man ; ami in the right to hold property, a in
many other things, to mnko the woman a
mere cypher.

And not only doca the law permit man to
entirely control hi wife' personal property
and her daily earnings, hut it declares, that to
a great extent, the will of the dead husband
is more to be regarded than the necessities of
the sorrrving wife. Ily a stroke of the ien, ho
con reduce his wife from the opulence she en
joyed ns his companion, to comparative pover
ty. And although tlio statute law ni ui no se-

cures to her, at his death, a st in
one third of his real estate and mark it, a

st only, no actual, liona fido right
of property, the right to sell, to will awny, or
otherwise dispose of, even though it came
through her baud although, I say, it se-

cures her this, he may by will d'uqiose of
the two thirds, even though it bo upon the
wanton, who, perchance, robbed lier ot a
husband' lovo, and make provision for tho
filial disposal of the other third after her lif'o

interest in it ceases. And the wife dies with
Ihe bitter consciousness pressing heavily u li-

on her, that of all the property which wa
the gift of a futhcr' lovo, there is none she
can leave her children to save them from
destitution.

But I will not dwell longer upon the
point enumerated. Such is man' law
such are some of the evidences of bis rever-
ence for woman surh the spirit of chivalry
upon which ho prides himself! The fuct
that aome men are lietter than their laws,
that there are those who repudiate all legal
rights not baaed on exact justice, who treat
their wives aa equals, aa rational Wings, does
not lotsien the injustice of tho laws, or my

TM 'entire couise of mau s legislation.
hot only Hi this country but in others, beto
ken an almost entire lorceiiuinesa oi mo
fact that' woman baa rights that should bo
respected,' riuhts that belong to her by
virtue of her humanity. ' ' " ' '

' The common law, of which I have beon
speaking ia in force every where, a I under-

stand it except wlicre there ia a statute law,
special provision lor the uenent oi me

wile.' Such provision exists in Ohio. I have
already7 intimuted that preliminary arrange-
ments may be made to obviate tho helpless
and dependent conditiou in which a woman
i placed soon as she is married. '

"Jointures and settlements may ue mane
lor the benefit of the wife. . A jointure is a
separate provision made by tho hiislmnd for
the wife' support, A settlement is the sep-

arate provision made by the pnrcnts of tho
wife lor her support. Theso may bo mado
after marringe, but they nre ttsunlly mado be-

fore. The method ia to place tlio ortion
set opurt for the wifo, under the' control of
trustees, who manage it indeeiidently of the
husbnnd for tho benefit of tho wife '

Under the control of trustees, mark you!
another assumption of incapacity on the
part of womau lo munnge her own property.

Hut il Una precaution lor tier own oeuc--

fit be not taken, then by ' marriage all tho
wife' iieraonal property become hi abso
lutely.' If not in possession, he mny take
measures to reduce it to nossession. - lie
can- - thus" dispose of it in spite of hor.' If
debts were due. to her, he may collect tnem.
If he wa himself the debtor, the marriage
coneel the debt. , If alio bns enrned money
by her own labor, during tlio marriage, lie
may collect It. Thu hor personal property
is entirely at his control. Ill restiect to reul
estate, he niuv not cncumlier or distiose of
it without her consent, but lie ha control ot

' " ' 'the income.'
"Outhe other hand, the only claim the

wife baa upon her husband's properly, is lor
a liare support "just the ncfearie suited
to her condition. If she has brought him
uncounted bcupa of gold, she lias a legal
ric-h-t oulv to eunuch for a bare aulisistonce.
t 1 have taken the above facts from Walker'a
Introduction to American Law.' '

Tbon aguin, the same authorsaj! n

If the wife mauifcsU a disjKwition to squan-

der, or destroy proirty, lie may use the
means necessary to prevent lier. j

But how is it on die other unud f lit mny

squander to any extent he see ft, lie tuny

hike bresd from bia children and sell it tor

rum, and ahe cannot cestruiu iiiui. ii
atrain, the law gives biiu a right to her per,
son ; If she thinka he is loo gross, und rude
and atfttere, aud brutish to ie with, and
consequently leavea hiuH ho can seize her
and bring her buck and compel her lo stay
with him- - Such law needs no comment;
If ia a disgrace to any civilutcd ieople. ,

r

Lot us fix tho following poinla indelibly in

our minds. Woman, married, or single, has

no political rights whatsoever. .: U lute smglo

hcr leitul righta'aro the aeme aa those of
r..n ,lA I. Mm IniMil I'lilllM flVAman. . WUen uinrnc,,, ..r.- -

chiefly auBpemled. When alio become a
dow, tliose nguia revio, "'o"

ia made lor hor eiipport.:. She ho a
life interest in one third part oi me rem
estate, owned by her husband.,.. If there be

, only personal property, ahe hu II certain.
' . V- ' - ' ' C

share after creditors am satisfied, in case lie'
him not willed it away from tier.

I have anid that the first act of thoee who
formed this government was, to deny to xtty-m- an

the right of the eleclivo franchise. Ail :

lot or part she has in the government is, v
be counted in the Congressional representa-
tion ; an honor for which wo the free wo
men oucht to be very rratefnl, cnin that
each of us is counted aa one, while the sUvo
Is counted aa only three-filt- of a beiiiff.
No governmental office of honor, trust or
profit nre accessible to us. Tlie l.xi-utiv-

chair, Legislative hall, and Judicial bench)
are not for woman. The duties end the sal-
aries pertaining thereto belong exclusively to
men. All the ollicial honors that woman can
Iiomd to enjoy must come through her hue-ban- d

t his li'-h- t alone must be like the self--
crented brightness of tha sun. '

So fur from having access lo the Judiclnl
licnch, sho cannot hope to enter the jury-bo- x;

and there ia not a woman in the lumL who
was ever hrooaht liefore court for tri.t!.
whether sho was cuiltv or not cuiltv of the
charge alleged against her, that has ever hd
such a trial as she had a right to claim.
First, a body of men prefer a chaige agaiust
her; then another body of meu are sworn
to try her. All the officers of the court, from
tlie tipstaff with his stave to the Judae upon
the bench, are men. Her proaocutor i a man.
and tho lawyer who defends her case is
man. XSow till this is wrong. Where a man
ia to tie indicted, tried and sentenced, if he
prelera it, lot it be done by men but when a
woman has violated the law, I claim that she .

has a right, if ahe bo chooses, to be indicia J
if iudictcj at all by woman, and also to

be tried by a jury of women. Who, 1 ask,
gave man the exclusive right to sit iu judg-
ment upon us? Who gave him tha exefuuivet
authority to condemn and punish woman i

In very many mala, where women are ar
raigned a criminals, it is manifestly mora in
accordance with what tho world calls pro
priety, and would better answer the ends of
justice, if none but women were othcially
connected with them, llut we must not hope
i' i. . . . . l : . u . ..ur sum m suite oi uime, ut tur fmy niuiunui
improVeinent in our condition, either legal.
social or religious, while woman is content ,

to be the mere plaything and toy ot man, re-

ceiving from him fair seeches and prettily
turned compliments in lieu of the aekuow-- .
leugmeni oi ner uwi-givc- u rquuiii. i,,i;r
did au Esau exchange his birthright for a
poorer mess of pottage.

The occasion thut has brought us together
at this time is of no mean importance. Tho
organic law of tho State the Conatitutic 1 of
Oliio, which iinMsea upon those of us who
have property, in our own right, taxation
without representation, which cetnblislie
laws for our government without our conaent.

with death if w resist them this orjranio
law is about lo be revised, and It is honed. '' ;"
corrected and improved. Tlie Convention, to 111., .'vi
whose mcmlier tins labor ha been entrust-- in iji.l
ed, will assemble on the Gth of May, and tho '" 1 " U
tho tiiuo fur action on our iwrt ia short, it 1 - iilong euough for us to express our opinion
in regard to our owu wronirs, nnd to txor--,! inw
cise one of our few remaining riglits, by pe""
titioning for a redress of grievunecs. The '
very numner In which that Convention ia to" ;'" Ix.'i.i
bo constituted is a suflicieutcoinmeutnry up-
on

i,. ,.,h
tho infurior position of woman. When n

now form of government is to be framed, i flj 1t.Si;frV

when the question is to bo discussed aud set-

tled
mm itrf .it

aa to who are to comprise the govern- -, U ,Wv!i J.d

inont. who shall lie admitted to the elective " ; '.ii.piuh.
franchise, and who denied, why should it be nu!
lull only to the voters under the present Con
stitution to decide who shall be the delegate i Itltn trmi
to that Convention 7 J hi is a subject that , l

deeply interest every inhabitant of tlie tor ii m, ill t'Dii
litory over which the uew Constitution ia to. ',; win!
be established. For tliose who constitute the. "i li.ui

government to decide tlmt they audi they; . ) l..i
ulono shall be represented In that Convene f ix ot
lion, is simply tyranny, and manifest a strong o-- i

desire to retain in their own bunds the pow ,i ii j--

or they have grasped. ' :s h.iiniii
But whatever may be the character of that ' "if "ut

Convention, whatever may be its decision' "ti
upon tboso questions involving tho rights of 'met a fd
humanity, wo know that the opiuiou and the W Uia
actiou of those I ain now addressing will, if i ' ma
conceived in a liliend spirit, enunciated wnh --.ii. a

finniiesa, and unBlirinktngly maintained, pro-- - nuir
ducc au effect Mpon the hearts of the people, i md uuA
aud lead them to sec, in a higher and truer :! ;.!
light, the rights and tho responsibilities that : "
belong to US. Tf.Hr

What then do we ask at the band of ths-- r ,t uU, .

State Convention? Simply a recognition ot im-u-

ol Ihe doc '.t .i 5our cqunlity, a practical ndoptiou i

trine, thut aa in Christianity, so in true Do-- -- t. I mu
niocracy, there is ueither mule nor female.- . nt nu
If governments are necessary lor theprotoo.- - ihi
tion of mankind, if laws are essential to the. ,.. I .(i,.!
well-liein- g of society, we ask that our right ut .wm
lo share in the formation and administrsiioav . ..i,,i-.- ,,

of governments bo acknowledged; and that (.

tlie luwsto which we are roni-ello- to sub-- -- ., iu.
mit shall emanate not from o favored clnae,, h,
hut from the whole people. ff universul 4t

sullingo be the salcguard lo liberty snd 1M ri i

we are assured it is wo ask that H lie lu 4
truth universal, open alike to woman aato,u, ,,4 (,,

man. And should the Convention aee fit to-,,- , , ,;, ,

.1',,, rnmn lance Willi our rciiiems, w . , .. ,1

should demand of its members a sight of ( ,

Ihe Charter, Wliicn gives iiidu mid , ,,;.
right lo rule. Let them meet the quostion ,

fairly ; lot them tell if they can, whut better , M,
right men huvo to establish a government, ( Jt j,.
und deny women the right to participate iu .. (l

1

Theleirislsturaof Ohio passed Uw ia 1849. V"''
securing to the married woman all the rcl ' -

.1,. nnuMsed at tlia tiu of marriage, or V1 ?'
which may beoomo hers by devise, or which she
may purchase with her sole and sprte money.. ' ' ii u

incumberanca oriole without hot -against any
consent, during tier life or the Uvea ol the heirs . ..

of hor body ; snd that any fumitur or house-- . .. .',.'J
hold goods which ha may beeom posacssoa 01 Mj .w
in like manner, shall bo likewise secured, oua-- , .j
lou the husband shall have reduced tho sun--e to ,4i,p uU
ixeoion, so as, by tha tulos of law, V hj .j,locome the owner thereof in. hi marital right. c:utr!,,...... ... . . t , .

11..
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